
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
11/10/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- Lessther Malodonado  - 8th Grade 
- Ruby Marshall - 7th Grade 

 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
This week, 7th grade is working on a new project with a driving question of 
“How do chemical reactions effect life on Earth?”.  We will use this 
information to see what a self contained life on earth would look like (since 
that is really what we have!). 
 
  
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, students are finding how to determine the KINETIC ENERGY 
of a moving object using the equation Ek = ½ mass X velocity squared .  
 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: My hat is off to ALL 7th graders Flap Copy creative writing 
assignments and presentations they did for “Pygmalion” this week!! They 
were amazing! This week we have started our argumentative essay on 
identity as it relates to “Pygmalion.”  We will be working on this until the 
Thanksgiving break, with their final essays being due on Friday November, 



18th. So far, I am impressed by their understanding and digesting of this 
script, it was not an easy read.  
 
     8th Grade: Today we had our first of two test that will be given to 
students (a formative assessment of Part One “To Kill A Mockingbird”). We 
are on Chapter 19 of this novel, and will begin gearing up for our end of unit 
project that will include a Mock Trial, as well as a Narrative Essay. We are 
in the home stretch of this novel, rapidly approaching the rising action and 
final outcome of the trial. Please make sure that your child is keeping up 
with their readings.  It is essential. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 

7th & 8th Grade:  With the end of the 1st Trimester 
around the corner, this week and next, students are 
working on their Final Essay and Project.  The essay is 5 
paragraphs or more, and must be a narrative, compare 
and contrast, or expository essay.  Topics are chosen by 
students from everything we have covered this 
trimester.  Suggestions have been provided along with 
which type of essay is best suited for those topics.  The 
project can be an expression of tier essay, or they can 
choose a different topic.  Student created product can 
be digital or “analog”.  Several types of products have 
been suggested, along with possible topics.  Students are 
encouraged to use their research for their essays are 
the foundation of their project, but are not required to 
do so. 
 
Full details and rubrics are on the Google Classroom. 
Students will be giving presentations on their essay and 
projects next week. 



 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 

This week we focused on order of operations and negative integers, the 
goal being to build number sense around positive and negative numbers. Many 
students are still seeing 6-5 and wondering if the 5 is negative, or if it is 
subtracted. We want to make clarification there and do some reprogramming 
around the idea that “a negative and a negative is a positive”.  One of the 
strongest ways that we can do this is to learn to convert subtraction problems 
into addition problems, i.e 17 - 6 = 17+(-6) , or 3 - 16 = 3 + (-16). 
 We used tiles to help enforce these ideas, and the week closes with groups 
making posters to explain the various relationships between addition, 
subtraction, positive, and negative numbers. 
  
 
8th Grade: 
 

We spent this week working on understanding linear functions. We were 
able to build math vocabulary through an online activity similar to “guess who” 
where students had to describe graphs using terms like  origin, quadrant, slope, 
x-intercept, y-intercept , and more to describe a graph that their partner 
couldn’t see (the activity is called “polygraph” and is available through 
student.desmos.com). 

We also estimated the cost of lego sets, then did a finer analysis through 
linear modeling, after which students were able to predict the price of a 1000 
piece set to within a couple of bucks. 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 

http://sso.cpm.org/


 
 

 


